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You’re rich by what you give, 
poor by what you keep.  
Trying to eradicate poverty  
is like trying to boil the ocean,  
but Tipping Point is dedicated 
to doing just that, and  
the board is going to keep 
underwriting the costs until 
we get there.

Ronnie Lott

Message from the Board

If there has ever been a time to focus on the  

“Community” aspect of our work, 2009 was the year  

to do it. The need for services among low-income  

families increased, and in many cases doubled.  

We were all asked to take more responsibility for our  

friends, family and neighbors.

The weeding out of social service organizations  

has been tough, but we feel those that are the best  

at helping others reach and maintain self-sufficiency  

will survive, organizations like the ones funded  

by Tipping Point. Beyond providing essential general 

operating dollars, we continue to protect your investment  

by giving our groups the communications, technology  

and management assistance they need to be successful.

In a year where so many have said it’s harder to give,  

the Tipping Point Community responded in staggering 

numbers: $2 million in two months at the peak of  

the economic crisis; 550 people packed into Bimbo’s,  

a record-breaking sell-out crowd that raised $3 million.  

In total, nearly $6 million raised in the fight  

against poverty. 

Inspired and humbled by your response, this year,  

more than ever before, we thought it appropriate to  

stop and ask our donors, “Why do you give?”

We hope you’ll find the answers as illuminating  

as we did.

Thank you.
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2009  
Tipping Point Community 
Investments

General Operating Support

Unrestricted funds tied to mutually determined goals, designed to 
strengthen infrastructure and increase organizational impact.

Tipping Point Initiatives

Initiatives designed to bring best practices in poverty-fighting to the 
Bay Area, respond to significant gaps in the sector and fund essential 
projects like the KIPP Music Room, SingleStop and the Tipping Point 
Mental Health Initiative. 

Targeted Investments

Grants designed to meet one-time critical needs in the areas of 
technology, evaluation and staff development. 

Get Back on Your Feet

2009 relief grants supporting those hardest hit by the recession 
focused on keeping people in their jobs and homes and preserving 
critical staffing positions at Tipping Point grantee organizations.

$6,000,000

$5,000,000

$4,000,000

$3,000,000

$2,000,000

$1,000,000

Before we worry about  
all the other stuff, we have an 
obligation to make sure  
that people have the basics—
that they are safe, housed, 
clothed, fed and educated.  
It’s that simple. 

Dan Romanski 
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36%

22%

27%

15%

Funding by Program Area

Education/Youth Development  36% 

Employment/Asset Building  27% 

Child/Family Wellness  15% 

Homelessness/Housing Assistance 22%

2009 at a glance
Dollars Raised: $5,705,000 
Average Grant Size $130,000

2009 Community: 
Clients 40,000 
Donors 690 
Grantees 23 
Board Members 11 
Staff Members 10

This is just something  
we do every year regardless  
of where we are. When things 
are better, we hope to give 
more.  But we give, no matter 
what’s going on. 

Renuka Kher &  

Sandeep Solanki
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Charles Schwab’s purpose  

is to help everyone be  

financially fit. Thanks to  

our collaboration with 

Tipping Point and SingleStop 

we are addressing the needs 

of those who can’t afford 

financial counseling and 

empowering them with  

the basic skills that can 

change their lives. 

Peter Emery 

Every person Gibson,  
Dunn & Crutcher has had  
the pleasure of working  
with at Tipping Point has 
been knowledgeable, engaged, 
enthusiastic and gracious.  
The model they employ is very 
hands-on and proactive. Being 
a part of this organization has 
been nothing but rewarding.

Sara Duncan
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Education equals choices.
EDUCATION/YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

Clients Served: 8,900 
2009 Investment: $1,318,000

High School/ 
College Graduation 41% 

Violence Prevention 42% 

Juvenile Justice/                                                                              
Rehabilitation 13% 

Early Literacy 4%

BUILD empowers youth from under-resourced communities to excel  
in education and succeed professionally. 

Funded Since:  2005 

ENVIsION sCHOOLs prepares students for success in college by 
operating small, high-performing high schools in San Francisco  
and Oakland. 

Funded Since:  2008

FrEsH LIFELINEs FOr YOUTH reduces juvenile crime in the  
South Bay by providing at-risk youth with legal education, mentoring 
and leadership training. 

Funded Since:  2006

GUArDIAN sCHOLArs provides support services to former  
foster youth attending San Francisco State University and helps  
them graduate from college. 

Funded Since:  2007

KIPP BAY ArEA lends back-office support to KIPP schools in the  
Bay Area as they prepare students to succeed in college and in life. 

Funded Since:  2006

NExT sTEP LEArNING CENTEr helps East Bay youth and adults  
earn their GED and gain access to post-secondary education. 

Funded Since:  2007

rEADING PArTNErs improves literacy for children in under- 
resourced elementary schools through one-on-one tutoring with 
community volunteers. 

Funded Since:  2007

YOUTH JUsTICE INsTITUTE reduces crime and incarceration in  
the Bay Area by helping juveniles leave the justice system for good. 

Funded Since:  2008

42%

41%

13%

4%

Last year, Tipping Point  
grantee organizations helped 
secure 160 high school 
diplomas and GEDs, collectively 
increasing the lifetime earnings 
potential of low-income youth by 
$30,000,000.

To meet Letteria, a client from Next Step Learning Center, visit www.tippingpoint.org and  

click on SUCCESS STORIES.
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When I hear someone like Tazo talk about  
how all he needed was the right opportunity, 
and I think about where he came from  
and where he’s headed, the choice to give 
becomes simple. Everyone deserves equal 
access to opportunity. 

Trent Malcolm 

To meet Tazo, a client from Year Up, visit www.tippingpoint.org and click on  

SUCCESS STORIES.
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Typically, charities wait  

for opportunities to 

distribute donations and  

the value of donor dollars 

is eroded by administrative 

costs. Not at Tipping Point. 

Tipping Point goes out,  

finds things to do, makes 

them happen and delivers 

100% of its donations to  

its recipients to boot. 

Ken Whiting

Through the Schwab 
Foundation I was given  
the opportunity to provide 
financial counseling once  
a week to SingleStop clients. 
You can always make the 
excuse that you don’t have 
money to give, but it’s hard 
to make the excuse that  
you don’t have time.

Robin DeGracia 
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EArN creates new cycles of prosperity by helping low-income 
individuals save for the future and invest in college, homes  
and small businesses.

Funded Since:  2006

NEw DOOr VENTUrEs rebuilds the lives of at-risk youth through 
mentoring and job training at social enterprises. 

Funded Since:  2007

rUBICON PrOGrAMs, INC. provides job training, housing and  
legal support for Bay Area residents ready to move out of poverty. 

Funded Since:  2005

sPrINGBOArD FOrwArD partners with Bay Area businesses  
to transform the lives of low-wage workers and the workplaces  
around them. 

Funded Since:  2007

THE sTrIDE CENTEr prepares individuals with barriers to employment 
for well-rounded careers in the information technology field. 

Funded Since:  2009

YEAr UP closes the opportunity divide by partnering with Bay Area 
businesses to prepare urban youth for corporate careers. 

Funded Since:  2008

Asset Building/                                                                          
Financial Literacy 36%

Job Training/ 
Career Readiness 39%

Job Placement Services 25%

A path to independence.
EMPLOYMENT/AssET BUILDING        

Clients Served: 5,600 
2009 Investment: $995,000

Last year, Tipping Point grantees 
helped place over 570 adults and 
youth with significant barriers 
to employment into jobs—
increasing their average monthly 
earnings by more than $1,300. 

To meet Greg, a client from Rubicon Programs, Inc., visit www.tippingpoint.org and click on  

SUCCESS STORIES.
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BAYVIEw CHILD HEALTH CENTEr provides high-quality medical care 
and health education to children in Bayview-Hunters Point, regardless 
of their ability to pay. 

Funded Since:  2007

CANAL ALLIANCE improves the lives of Marin County’s  
low-income immigrant families through education, advocacy and 
workforce development.  

Funded Since:  2007

GOOD sAMArITAN FAMILY rEsOUrCE CENTEr helps immigrant 
families in San Francisco access the resources necessary  
to become self-sufficient. 

Funded Since:  2007

sAN FrANCIsCO CHILD ABUsE PrEVENTION CENTEr  
promotes family wellness and mental health through child care,  
case management and school-based outreach. 

Funded Since:  2009

sOPHIA PrOJECT supports families as they heal from the traumas of 
homelessness, poverty and domestic violence.

Funded Since:  2007

32%

23%

45%

Pediatric/ 
Family Healthcare 32% 

Early Childhood Education/ 
Parenting/ 
Child Abuse Prevention 45% 

Family Supportive Services 23%

Access to the best opportunities  
from the earliest age.
CHILD/FAMILY wELLNEss

Clients Served: 15,500 
2009 Investment: $575,000

Last year, Tipping Point  
grantees provided preventative,  
high-quality physical and mental 
healthcare to more than  
6,700 individuals and families.  

To learn more about Bayview Child Health Center, visit www.tippingpoint.org and click on 

SUCCESS STORIES.
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I keep coming back to a quote that I like by  
Robert Browning, “A man’s reach should exceed  
his grasp, or what’s heaven for?” Tipping Point is 
giving people the chance to grasp something bigger 
than themselves—the comfort of a job or a home, 
being able to provide for their children. And  
because the board underwrites all the overhead,  
the person on the other end is feeling the full benefit 
of the check I write. 

Shelley Lazar

100% of every dollar donated to Tipping Point goes directly to the best poverty-fighting 

organizations in the Bay Area.
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COMPAss COMMUNITY sErVICEs provides intensive support 
programs for more than 3,000 homeless families in San Francisco. 

Funded Since:  2007

FIrsT PLACE FOr YOUTH offers current and former foster youth  
a pathway to successful, independent living. 

Funded Since:  2005

HOMELEss PrENATAL PrOGrAM helps low-income parents  
in San Francisco access healthcare and stabilize their families  
for the long term. 

Funded Since:  2005

sHELTEr NETwOrK offers comprehensive services to more than  
1,000 homeless families in San Mateo. 

Funded Since:  2008

49%

22%

29%

Shelter/ 
Transitional Housing 49% 

Housing Retention/ 
Stability 29% 

Targeted Case Management 22%

Stability starts at home.
HOMELEssNEss/HOUsING AssIsTANCE

Clients Served: 10,000 
2009 Investment: $835,000

Last Year, Tipping Point grantees  
helped place over 1,700 families 
into permanent housing— 
ending homelessness for  
3,400 children.

To meet Gwendolyn and Rasheada, clients from Shelter Network, visit www.tippingpoint.org 

and click on SUCCESS STORIES.
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Filling in the gaps.
TIPPING POINT INITIATIVEs 

TIPPING POINT MENTAL HEALTH INITIATIVE is a partnership  
with UCSF and the Child Trauma Research Program that expands 
existing services, places therapists at Tipping Point grantees and 
provides mental health trainings for staff.

Funded Since:  2008 
Investment to Date:  $620,000

sINGLEsTOP BAY ArEA bridges the information gap separating  
low-income individuals from life-changing public benefits, tax credits 
and other essential services that remain untapped and inaccessible.

Funded Since:  2008 
Investment to Date:  $1,525,000

In lieu of wedding gifts,  
we directed people to give  
to four organizations  
we feel strongly about; 
Tipping Point is one of 
them because of its holistic 
approach. This is strategic 
philanthropy. There’s  
a lot of learning that goes  
on for the people who give. 

Dave & Natasha Dolby
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Tipping Point matches companies  
like Accenture with nonprofits in need: 
amazing organizations with individuals  
who are eager to learn and enthusiastic about 
doing the work to improve their services  
and outcomes. You often hear stories about 
how people change their lives; my work  
with Accenture at Homeless Prenatal Program 
gave me the opportunity to meet the women 
behind those stories who have done amazing 
things for themselves and others.

Laura Johnson
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I like the fact that  
Tipping Point’s portfolio 
reaches beyond the research 
that we could possibly  
do on our own. And I love  
the accountability. It’s 
rewarding to donors and 
exceedingly rewarding  
to the organizations being 
served. It’s a model others 
should use. 

Kerry Landreth Reed

I give because I’ve been  

blessed. For those to whom 

much has been given,  

much is expected. This is  

a year when people should 

stretch themselves to fund 

worthy organizations.

Bob Ceremsak



I like the fact that  
Tipping Point’s portfolio 
reaches beyond the research 
that we could possibly  
do on our own. And I love  
the accountability. It’s 
rewarding to donors and 
exceedingly rewarding  
to the organizations being 
served. It’s a model others 
should use. 

Kerry Landreth Reed

I give because I’ve been  

blessed. For those to whom 

much has been given,  

much is expected. This is  

a year when people should 

stretch themselves to fund 

worthy organizations.

Bob Ceremsak



Measuring impact.
FOCUs ON rEsULTs. 

To facilitate outcomes tracking and data-driven learning,  
Tipping Point helps organizations select and implement better 
technology solutions. This significantly improves their ability to 
measure and analyze their impact and help their clients achieve  
self-sufficiency.  

rETUrN ON INVEsTMENT.

In addition to promoting best practices by helping our groups  
identify their blind spots and demonstrate their successes,  
Tipping Point is working with academics and social scientists  
to calculate the return that each dollar donated generates  
in the fight against poverty in the Bay Area. 

THE KEY Is EArNINGs POTENTIAL.

The best measure of how families move toward self-sufficiency  
is to evaluate their earnings potential. The more someone is able  
to earn, the better chance they have at breaking the cycle of poverty.    

I wouldn’t be where I am 
today if not for programs 
like the ones Tipping Point 
supports. It’s hard not to  
give back when you know  
the difference it makes  
to receive this kind of help.

Demi Seguritan 

You get a higher return on 
investment with Tipping Point 
than with other organizations. 
Every dollar that goes in  
goes out; it’s an incentive  
to give even more. 

Fred Seguritan

For more information on impact, visit www.tippingpoint.org and click on RESULTS. 
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to earn, the better chance they have at breaking the cycle of poverty.    

I wouldn’t be where I am 
today if not for programs 
like the ones Tipping Point 
supports. It’s hard not to  
give back when you know  
the difference it makes  
to receive this kind of help.

Demi Seguritan 

You get a higher return on 
investment with Tipping Point 
than with other organizations. 
Every dollar that goes in  
goes out; it’s an incentive  
to give even more. 

Fred Seguritan

For more information on impact, visit www.tippingpoint.org and click on RESULTS. 
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Molly and Andrew Dodson

Lindsay and Phillip Dodyk

Caitlin Drewes

Blythe Duffield

Eric Dumbleton

Maggie Durant
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Susan and Erik Edwards

Elixir Design, Inc.
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Phil Estes

Kate Ewell and Shane Gidcumb 

Theresa Fay-Bustillos and  
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Jeff Ferguson
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Gap Foundation Gift Match Program
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Michael Ghaffary

Suzanne and Robert Gilley
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Mónica A. González

Abigail Goodman
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Joan and Alan Gordon

Donna and Steven Gothelf
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Megan Han

Emily Harrold

Gregory Hartvigsen
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Laura Henry
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Shannon Hodges
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Sarah and Rob Hope

Chris Hull

Jenna Hunt

Fran and Don Huston

Sunwoo Hwang
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Bruce Ives

Andrew Jackson

Chris Jackson

Julie and Jack Jackson

Matt Jackson

Bixby Jamison

Joshua Jennings

Jennifer Jerde

Greg Jones
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Kristen Katz

Brian Kelly

Meredith Kessler

Natalie Kitchen

Suzanne McKechnie Klahr and  
Josh Klahr

Gregory Knapp

Katie Knepley

Debbie and Tom Krackeler

Maxine Kraemer

Rebecca Kramer

Eric Kroll

Tara and Jordan Kurland

Catherine and Jason Kuuskraa

Sylvia Kwan

Cassie Lane

Peter Lardner

Carol and Herb Lau

Debby Lawn

Gloria Lee

Lisette and Greg Lehman

Sara and Derek Lemke-von Ammon

Roy Levin

Robert G. Levy

Harry Lewis

Lindsay and Jacob Lief

Robin Lindberg

Kerith Lucco

James J. Ludwig Foundation

Erik Lundberg

Sally Lyle

Eric Mack

Elisabeth MacKnight

Susan Mall

Ben Mangan

Kevin Marchetti

Constance B. and Haig Mardikian

Lesley and Peter Margolis

Jeanette Mario
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Elisabeth Mason

Merriman Mathewson
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Moses Mederos

John Mell
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Shawna Mitchell and Grant Sisler

Sangita and Apu Mody

Stephens Moody

Annelise Mora

Emily Morris

Jessica Moshofsky

Cecilia Murillo

Brian Murphy

Terri and Alan Muschott

Mary Neale

Vicki and John Nelson

Richard Nepomuceno

Robert Newbury

Ellen and Walter Newman

Bernadette and Peter Ngai

Alexandria Nicolai

Carrie Northrop

Margaret Norton

Aaron Noveshen

Margaret and Justin Nyweide

Kristin Ohnstad

Paul Oliva

Oracle Corporation Matching  
Gifts Program

Tricia Ossa

Teresa Ou

Holly and Steve Overman

Matt Overman

Dana Owens

Julienne and Tad Oyler

Lily Pang

Jumee and David Park

Parthenon Capital Foundation

Stacy Pasko

Mario Paz



Jenny Pearlman and Jack McDonald

Mark Perutz

Christy Peterson

Tanya and Richard Peterson

Nancy Pfund

Vanessa and Read Pierce

Corey and William Pigeon

Melissa Pitts

Teresa and Michael Pitts

Mary and Bill Poland

Alison and Greg Powell

Ellie Price

Sherry Prowda

Zach Prowda

Nancy Prowitt

Thomas Purdy

Rogéair Purnell

Elena Quezada

Paula and Michael Rantz

Matt Reilly

The Right Move Relocation  
Services, Inc.

Phyllis and Ernest Ring

Corey Robins

Kelly Jane and Alexander Rosenblatt

Sally and Toby Rosenblatt

Dana Ross and Todd Rogers

Alex Rosteck

Diana Rothschild

Alex Rozis

Ellen and Allen Rubin

Stacey Rubin and John Oram

Bonnie Russell

Lloyd Sacks

Wynee and Matt Sade

Jamie Sahara

Jason Salfen

Jan and David Sargent

Jabali Sawicki

Sabrina and Jeremy Scherer

Roxanne Schlumberger

David Schneider

Edward Schneider

Donald Sechler

Julia Sen

Alice and Thaxter Sharp

Brian Shepard

Rebecca Sherman

Janine Shiota and John Sierotko

Melissa Siebel

Stacey Silver and Jon Yolles

Deborah Simon

Lauren and Prairie Sims

Peter Sims

Kerri and Danny Sonenshine

Christina Spaulding

Jordan Spiers

Lisa Spinali

Ruth Squance

Joseph Stein

Ethel and David Steinberger

Sacha and Joshua Steinberger

Louis Stervinou

Elizabeth and James Steyer

Jane Su

Megan and Scott Sullivan

Bridget Sumser

Margaret Swink and Robert Saliba

Dan Tensfeldt

Darren Teshima

Allison Tom

Alex Tourk

Karen Twait and Ashley Watson

Dorit and Ilan Twig

Laura Tyson and Erik Tarloff

Olga Uchitel

Ann Larie Valentine

Yuki and Lennart van den Ende

Rob Venn

Francesca Vietor

Mary Gail Walton

Kristy Wang

Elana Weinberg

Jeremy Wenner

Joy Whinery

Kamy Wicoff

Sandra Williams

Stephen Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Matt Wilsey

Tamara and Rob Wolfson

Eric Wong

Heather Wright and Trent Malcolm 

Timothy Wudarski

Harvey Yampolsky and Randy Wellons

Year Up, Inc.

Rebecca Youngs

Chris Zellner

Zinc Details

Karen Zuercher

In-Kind Donations

Accenture LLP 

Beverly Wilshire Hotel

CADE Winery

Cake

DBL Investors

Equinox Fitness Clubs

Francis Coppola Winery

Gagosian Gallery

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Michael Govan

Handley Cellars

Holme Roberts & Owen LLP

Jawbone

Ruth Laskey

Latham & Watkins LLP

Jamie Lauren

Los Angeles County Museum of Art

Mayacama Golf and Lodging Club

Medlock Ames

Ames Morison

NetJets

Irene Neuwirth

Jamie Niven

PlumpJack Winery

Prada

Public 

Quince

Ed Ruscha

San Francisco Giants

Mike Singletary

SPEARE Wines

Tesla Motors

The Tipsy Pig

Michael Tusk

The following individuals were 
recognized by donations made 
in their honor or memory

Joshua Aidlin

Greg Andreas

Mark Appleton

Kam Au 

Christopher Bass

Ethan Charles Young Tae Bates

Kim Bauer

Susan and Bill Beech 

The Boder Posse

Hilary Bothma

John Bouymaster

Gillian Brimberry

Matt Broback

Mark Bussey

Reynolds Cafferata

Sharon and Craig Campbell 

Shep Campbell

Sylvia and D. Tim Carter Carter

Tim T. Carter

R. Martin Chavez

Kent Chiang

Kate Harbin Clammer

Julie Clark

Angela and Chris Cohan

Daniel E. Cohn

Allen Davis

Margaret and Dominic DiMare 

Gia DiMatteo

Natasha and David Dolby

Douglas Durkin 

Carla Emil and Rich Silverstein

Eleanor and Albert Fraenkel 

Dr. Manuel Fridman*

Ms. Gloria Gilliland

Nicholas Gitomer

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Ahrens Glenn

Barry Gumerov

Cynthia and John Gunn

Mimi Haas

Peter E. Haas, Sr.*

Ruth Halperin*

Lisa Heilmann*

Melissa and Chad Herst

Ken Hillier

Ingrid Hills

George Hume

Scotty Huston*

Gary Hutton

Chris James

Deb, Ben, Tucker, Bo, Gibson and 
Gussie Johns 

Billybob Karl

The KNBR Murph and Mac Show

Charles F. LaBrecque

Janice Lawrence

Patricia Locke and  
Deborah Rethemeyer 

Jackie Lonaker

Dave Long

Ryan Lowther

George Lucas

Rabbi Brian Lurie

Connie Lurie

Bob Mann

Signe Mayfield

France McCormack and Tom Perot 

Mary Katherine Menikheim 

Dan Milano

Ken Morrison

Jean Nelson*

Jeffrey A. Newman

Ted Oglove

Elissa Olin

Sarita Patel

Alec Perkins

JaMel Perkins

Gina and Stuart Peterson

Lucy Peterson

Scott Peterson

Jen Pitts 

Ron Porter 

Lisa and John Pritzker

Rebecca Prowda and Daniel Lurie

Sherry Prowda

Sally Prowitt

Tom Riley

Nancy and Rich Robbins

Courtney Roberts

George Roberts

Leanne Roberts*

Abby Rubin

Adam Sachs

Christina Saeteurn

Ugo Sap

Emilie Schlegel

Helen and Charles Schwab

Priscilla Schwarcz-Besson

Conor Sen

Glen Sherman 

Alice Shiffman

Linda Shostak and Charlie Hayes

Kiff and Rod Slemmons 

Stephanie and Peter Sperling

Gari Sprott and Gunnar Burkland

Pamela Steffen*

Scott St. John

Blair Thomson-Levin

The Tipping Point Board

Katie and Todd Traina

Alexis and Trevor Traina

Gary Van Acker

Lea Watkins and John Berlinksky 

Brad Watterson

Will K. Weinstein

Chris Weir

David Westheimer*

Bridget Wettstein

Carrie A. Wheeler and Kit Codik

Diane B. Wilsey

Paul Wiseman

Abe Yampolsky

Eva Yee

* deceased

Tipping Point Community makes every effort to follow donors’ preferences when 
compiling the honor roll. If you would prefer to have your name listed differently 
in the future, please let us know.
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